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SUMMARY OF ORIGINAL BILL:      Requires local education agencies (LEAs) to 

offer at least six early postsecondary credit courses, excluding courses taken through a dual 

enrollment program, beginning in the 2018-2019 academic year.  States that such courses may be 

provided through traditional classroom instruction, online or virtual instruction, blended 

learning, or other educationally appropriate methods.  Encourages LEAs to partner with other 

LEAs or institutions of higher education to provide early postsecondary courses. 
 

 

FISCAL IMPACT OF ORIGINAL BILL: 

 

NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (008418):     Deletes and rewrites the bill such that 

the substantive changes are to authorize local education agencies (LEAs) to include dual 

enrollment courses as one of the options of postsecondary education opportunities that may be 

offered to students by LEAs; and to reduce the number of required early post-secondary 

offerings per LEA from six in the original bill to four in the amended version of the legislation. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL WITH PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

 
 Unchanged from the original fiscal note.   

 

 

Assumptions Relative to DOE and Local School District Expenditures: 

 

 Based on information from the Department of Education (DOE), many LEAs currently 

offer at least four early postsecondary credit courses including multiple Advanced 

Placement (AP) courses, the International Baccalaureate Program, and dual credit 

courses. 

 If necessary, LEAs will expand their postsecondary credit options without a significant 

increase in local expenditures through partnerships with community colleges and other 

options.  

 Additionally, the DOE helps to support certain options for such courses by paying for 

teacher training and exam fees.  Any increase in state expenditures relative to DOE are 

estimated to be not significant. 
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Assumptions Relative to DOE and Local School District Expenditures: 

 

    Based on information from the Department of Education (DOE), many LEAs currently 

offer at least four early postsecondary credit courses including multiple Advanced 

Placement (AP) courses, the International Baccalaureate Program, and dual credit 

courses. 

    If necessary, LEAs will expand their postsecondary credit options without a significant 

increase in local expenditures through partnerships with community colleges and other 

options.  

    Additionally, the DOE helps to support certain options for such courses by paying for 

teacher training and exam fees.  Any increase in state expenditures relative to DOE are 

estimated to be not significant. 

  

        

Assumptions Relative to the Department of Children’s Services: 

 

    Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-3-302(11), a “local education agency” is defined to 

mean any county, city, or special school district, unified school district, school district of 

any metropolitan form of government or any other school system established by law. 

    Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 37-5-119(a), youth development centers and other 

facilities deemed appropriate by the commissioner shall be a special school district, 

which shall be given the same funding consideration for federal funds that school 

districts within the state are given.      

    As a result of the two previously cited statues, the Department of Children’s Services 

(DCS) is considered a state “local education agency” and will fall under the 

requirements of this legislation. 

    DCS will meet the requirements of this legislation within the structure of their current 

curriculum and staff through the use of online resources and materials.  

 DCS will not hire additional personnel at their Youth Development Centers. 

 

        

Assumptions Relative to the Tennessee Board of Regents: 

 

 Based on information from the Tennessee Board of Regents (TBR), there are currently 

nine statewide dual credit courses available through TBR community colleges and a 

number of others that are not offered statewide. 

 TBR will not be required to hire additional staff as a direct result of this legislation 

 Any expansion that is ongoing will continue and would have taken place in the absence 

of the provisions of this legislation.   

 

 

Assumptions Relative to the Dual Enrollment Grant Program: 

 

  The Dual Enrollment Grant Program is a grant for study at an eligible postsecondary 

institution funded from net proceeds of the state lottery and awarded to students who are 
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attending an eligible high school and who are also enrolled in college courses at eligible 

postsecondary institutions for which they will receive college credit. 

  Based on information from the DOE, the state’s Every Student Succeeds Act state plan 

currently requires LEAs to offer at least four early postsecondary opportunities (EPSOs), 

including dual enrollment courses. 

  Any increase in dual enrollment as a result of the bill can be accounted for through plans 

that are in place under current law; therefore any impact related to dual enrollment is 

estimated to be not significant. 

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

        
Krista M. Lee, Executive Director 

/maf 


